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GOLD DIGGIN’

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

This issue of Discover you might notice a theme - GOLD!  

With spring in the air and thousands of people breaking out 
the detecting gear after a long winter, it’s a great time to get 
out and �nd some shiny yellow metal. Whether you are after 
gold nuggets, rings, or gilded buttons, it’s a great time to get 
out there with friends and family. 

Inside you’ll �nd tips and tricks, treasure stories, interesting 
facts, and pictures of treasure found with White’s Metal 
Detectors. Let’s get digging!

The response to our �rst issue of Discover Magazine 
was enormous, and due to that we are stepping up 
our e�orts with a new layout!

If you have �nds to share, please go to 
whiteselectronics.com/�nds and share your story and 
photos with us. You might just end up in the next 
issue!
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MX SPORT SALES
The MX Sport is White’s 
latest metal detector, a 
waterproof update to the 
MXT line.

MX Sport sales started to 
surge around November 
2016 and have continued 
to pick up momentum.

“Last year we sold over 
6,000 MX Sports, and this 
year we hope to meet 
or exceed that number,” 
said Carlene Erickson, 
Production Manager at 
White’s.

“We had a bit of a rocky 
start, but things are 
really looking good right 
now.”

A few reasons for the 
recent up-tick in sales are 
the Christmas season, 
positive feedback on 
internet forums, and 
YouTube videos of 
customers’ �nds with the 
machine.

RUMOR MILL
White’s would like to 
recognize the wealth of 
knowledge on various 
internet forums, but also 
clear up company policy-

Recently there has 
been an increase in 
speculation on what 
new high-end products 
may or may not be in 
development at White’s 
Electronics. Employees 
“going rogue” or 
speculation based on 
patent applications, 
strange sounds in the 
Sweet Home area, and 
�eld testing carried out 
with back hoes are not 
to be trusted.

These questionable 
sources may be best 
regarded as idle musings 
of bored detectorists. 

“When we have 
something to show you, 
you’ll know it”...

Dear friends,

Since the company’s founding in 1950, White’s has 
been committed to providing treasure hunters 
like yourself with the absolute best quality and 

value for your money.

This spring White’s Electronics, 
Inc. is proud to o�er treasure-
hunting bundles for all budget 
and skill levels. These carefully-
selected packages should give 
you a head-start in your hobby, 
due to the performance of the 

machine as well as the utility of the extras in each 
box. Details on these can be found on our website 
as well as at your local White’s Dealer.

Above all, I would like to personally thank you for 
supporting an American Brand this year. It is in 
large part due to your support that we are able to 
keep so many good folks employed in our Sweet 
Home, Oregon factory.

Sincerely,

FROM THE FACTORY



4

F
O

R
 

M
O

R
E

 
G

R
A

P
H

I
C

 
D

E
S

I
G

N
 

F
R

E
E

B
I

E
S

:
 

V
I

S
I

T
 

W
W

W
.

D
E

S
I

G
N

F
R

E
E

B
I

E
S

.
O

R
G

A few days ago I got a 
call from a family asking 
for my help. They had 
su�ered a terrible house 
�re Christmas weekend 
and were looking 
through the debris the 
past couple of weeks for 
family heirloom jewelry. 
It had been securely 
stored in a closet but 
they weren’t able to �nd 
the precious jewelry in 

all of the rubble. The 
�re started at the heater 
which was located under 
the closet in a lower 
level and the �oor had 
collapsed into multiple 
rooms down below. 

As I started looking I knew 
this would not be an 
easy task so I just started 
shoveling debris into 
buckets and dumped it 
on a tarp in the driveway 

where I then scanned it 
with my White’s V3i and 
TRX pinpointer. Having 
no luck at �rst it didn’t 
look good, but as the 
buckets came the jewelry 
started emerging from 
the rubble as my V3i with 
4x6 DD coil sounded o�! 

I was calling out to the 
couple “Here’s another 
one” over and over 
throughout the 5 hour 
search. The relief and 
exclamations from the 
wife were amazing as 
she pointed out when 
and from who the rings 
came into her life! We 
were also able to salvage 
boxes of family photos. 
She said there were 
about 30 rings in the box 
and our �nal �nd count 
was 24 and she felt I had 
probably found them 
all! Her mother’s $15,000 

diamond rings were part 
of the list of recovered 
items - they were still 
in the marble box! The 
owner is going to take 
them to my jeweler to 
have them all restored.

So sad to see their 
Christmas tree and 
unopened gifts burned 
and destroyed but 
everyone got out safe and 
now they have some of 
the valuable, sentimental 
family heirlooms back!

RING OF FIRE     ED CROPSKI
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The original 
Coronet Large 
Cent, sometimes 
nicknamed 
“Matron Head”, 
was a type of 
cent issued by the 
United States Mint 
in Philadelphia 
from 1816 until 
1839.

It was one of two 
similar designs 
of the Coronet 
Head Large Cent, 
the other with a 
slightly altered 
pro�le, produced 
from 1839 until 
the end of the 
production of 
large cents in 1857. 

Find Submission by 
Robert Steponaitis

Submit your �nds at
whiteselectronics.com

Hunted a cellar hole 
that was about a mile 
behind my house. Right 
o� the bat my Dad dug 
a thimble and a Vermont 
Copper, which was a 
very good sign. 

I wasn’t getting anything 
around the cellar hole 
so I decided to move 
up closer to the cellar 
hole. As soon as I got 
near it, I got a solid 82 
signal at about 6 inches 
deep. When I pulled the 
target out I thought it 
was just a bridal rosette, 
but it turned out to be 
something much better. 

I started to rub it, and 
saw a date of 1752 
appear, making it a King 
George II repurposed 
into a bridal rosette. 

Then a few feet away, 
I got another copper 
signal! This one turned 
out to be an 1801 
Draped Bust Large Cent. 
I picked up my detector, 
moved a few feet and 
got yet another copper 
signal, which turned out 
to be an 1819 Matron 
Head Large Cent. I 
rechecked the hole with 
the detector and a few 
inches over, you guessed 

it, got ANOTHER copper 
signal! This one was an 
1827 Matron Head Large 
Cent that was on edge at 
about 8 inches deep and 
gave a solid signal on my 
MXT All Pro. 

This was a lot of money 
in colonial times. The 
person who lost these 
coins must have spent 
a countless amount of 
time looking for them, 
seeing as it was earned 
from a hard days work at 
most likely a local mill.

4 COPPER DAY! ROBERT STEPONAITIS
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Well, hold on. It’s not 
that easy. If it were, we’d 
all be rich. One must 
know and understand 
a bit of basic geology 
�rst. The �rst thing you 
MUST realize is that gold 
does not originate in 
the creek beds. It’s only 
there because it washed 
down from higher up 
the hill sides. It settles in 

the creek beds because 
it hits bedrock and can’t 
go any further. Gravity 
is king here. Gold is the 
heaviest material known 
and it will settle in the 
lowest crack and crevice 
that it can �nd. And once 
there, it takes a lot to 
move it again.

So, the �rst thing you 
must learn is to identify 
bedrock. And that takes 
practice. Hard packed 
ground, sand, clay, 
cobbles and rocks are not 
bedrock. One must go 
deeper until you reach 
a spot that you can’t dig 
out any more. Now that 

you have found bedrock, 
you must look for cracks, 
crevices, and holes. 
That’s where the gold is 
going to be, in the very 
bottom of those. Rarely 
is it just sitting on top of 
the ground.

Ok, so now you have 
found some good 
looking bedrock and set 
about hunting it with 
your detector. Hold on! 
There are a few more 
things to remember. 
Those crevices where 
the gold gets trapped 
also are traps for other 
things. Gold is heavy, 
but so is lead and iron. 
Bullets, �shing sinkers, 
nails, and all manner 
of trash also settles in 
the same spot.  So, just 
because you get a signal 
from a good looking 
crack, doesn’t mean it is 
gold. You must dig out 

every signal you get and 
go as deep as possible. 
Any gold there will be 
under any trash at the 
very bottom. Gold is the 
heaviest thing out there, 
remember?  And you 
can’t use discrimination 
either. Gold can be 
naturally alloyed with 
any other kind of metal; 
silver, copper, iron, 
platinum, etc. You must 
use the All Metal mode 
and dig every signal your 
machine gives o�.

GOLD! That magical, mystical substance 
that gets every treasure hunter excited. And 
where is the �rst place everyone thinks of to 
go and �nd some? Why, the water of course! 
Creeks, rivers, streams; that’s where all the 
gold is right? To a novice, gold nuggets are 
everywhere, scattered along the creek beds 
just waiting to be found. And what better way 
to �nd them than with a metal detector?

DIGGER BOB
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Gold can be any shape 
and size, mostly small 
and �at, and can be 
oriented vertically in the 
hole, so that only a small 
thin edge is exposed to 
the signal. Gold likes to 
hide - it doesn’t want to 
be found.

So far, so good? But wait, 
there’s more! You must 
use a detector that has 
the ability to neutralize 
hot, mineralized 
ground. That’s where 
gold is found, in bad 
ground. And I strongly 
recommend a tracking 
machine, like the 
GMT.  Because it is a 
creek bed, all manner 
of di�erent kinds of 
rocks have washed 
downstream over the 
years. These can have 
widely varying degrees 
of mineralization. You 
ground balance in one 
spot and then BAM, 
your machine goes 
crazy because you’ve 
encountered hot rocks 
or a streak of high 
mineralization. 

A tracking machine 
will take care of that if 
you have it set up right 
and learn to identify 
those anomalies. And 
you must use a smaller 
loop. Yes, you will loose 
depth but you will be 
better able to hear 
those small whispers of 
targets which indicate 

small gold. Again, we 
are talking hunting 
creek bedrock here, not 
the wide open desert, 
so your hunting area is 
relatively small. Move 
slowly and wear good, 
tight �tting headphones. 
A pulse machine like the 
TDI will make things a lot 
easier with the ground 
conditions, but it is not 
as sensitive to the small 
targets.

There is a lot more to it 
but it’s kind of a “learn 
as you go” thing. So, let’s 
summarize: bedrock, 
cracks, dig everything, 
ground tracking, small 
loop, good headphones. 
Oh yeah - go where gold 
has been found before. 
You can’t �nd it if it’s 
not there. Learn what 
tailings piles look like, 
learn what size of gold 
has been found there in 
the past. 
If it was just dust and 
�akes, you are wasting 

your time. It has to be 
big enough to register 
on your metal detector. 
All it takes is one nugget, 
and you’ll be hooked for 
life!

Good Luck and show us 
what you �nd!

~Digger Bob~

FINDING GOLD IN CREEK BEDS
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CUSTOMER FINDS

Bob Groene - V3i Cody Robbins - MX Sport David Brown - MX Sport Don Bailey - MXT 

Justin McCann - MXTJerry FreemanJeremy Roth - TreasureProFrankie B - MX Sport

Kurt Cruse - MXT Mustafa - XLT Patrick McCloud - TreasurePro Pillip Byrd - MXT

Terry Elliott - XLTTerry Charest - MXTSonny Whitson - MX5 Shawn Sherrill - MX Sport

Wijerd Jelckama - TreasurePro Will Alberson - MXT Will Cummings - XLT Will Rouhier - V3i
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AARON PRATT
Before cameras and 
pictures people 
made and wore 
mourning jewelry to 
commemorate dead 
loved ones. 

Even into the age of cameras people put 
hair of the deceased into lockets with family 
pictures to keep their loved ones nearby. 

I believe the locket I dug in an old family 
farm dumping area that I detected with my 
White’s MX Sport is a mourning locket. It 
is gold, has human hair in it, and “mother, 
daughter and husband” engraved on it’s 
back. Could be from the �u epidemic of 
1918 which hit the Massachusetts area hard 
- there is a mass grave in a local cemetery of 
lost loved ones….

9

FASCINATING FINDPRO�TIPS
MIKE TROECKLER
Try using salt track or your 
detector’s beach mode 
in agricultural areas. The 
fertilizer raises the ground 
balance point and you often 
end up with a much smoother 
running machine when you 

allow it to track a wider range of ground numbers.

TODD HILTZ
Did you know that you can use hair spray to seal 
your pewter relics to prevent them from �aking 
apart? If you don’t seal them, the pewter can �ake 
and crumble to pieces!

JOHN HUGHES
Planning a trip and want to take two metal 
detectors with you but not sure how or what to do?
After over 20 yrs detecting I was faced with this 
again. Last trip both were damaged. 

So I bought a hard gun case at Big 5 (under $100) it 
came with pluck-out cut foam. 
 
With detectors apart ready to pack, lay and 
markout for your needs.  It’s that easy - pluck and 
pack.  Safe travels!
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One very happy man has been 
reunited with the class ring he 
lost 8 years ago while coaching 
football practice at a local park.

On January 2, 2017 I decided to 
get out and dig with my MX Sport 
at a local park, and found a ring 
I shared with a few groups on 
Facebook. When I returned home 
that night, I started the process of 
locating the owner of the ring. I 
had little luck that night searching 
Facebook and frustration set in. 

The next morning while waiting at 
an appointment I decided to look 
for the owner again by Googling 
his high school graduation 
class. Found him!!! I immediately 
searched on FB for him and sent 
a message. I told him I had found 

something he may have lost and 
he replied back – Did you �nd my 
class ring at the park? I said yes I 
did, and we set up a time to return 
the ring that night.

The pictures speak for themselves, 
but the emotion and excitement 
this man felt was all I needed to 
see. I felt as if I connected a man 
and something very personal to 
him back together. He told me he 
lost the ring while coaching after 
taking his ring o� and put it into 
the same pocket as his whistle. He 
had taken the whistle out and well, 
the ring too. He said they searched 
for it forever and never found it. He 

gave me almost the exact location 
he thought he lost it at and I told 
him it was about 20 feet from 
where he described. He thanked 
me about 20 times, �st bumped 
and shook my hand about another 
dozen times, and said he almost 
cried when I handed it to him. He 
asked if he could hug me, and all I 
could say was “Bring it in”. 

I have returned many lost items 
over the years, but it’s moments 
like this that I live for. I made a 
friend, talked about detecting for 
a bit and was invited to dig his 
property with him that weekend. 
I could have lived in that moment 
for hours, and guys let me tell you 
this, if you don’t dig to recover 
history and for the satisfaction 
of times like this, then you don’t 
understand what this hobby is all 
about!

MX SPORT FINDS 
GOLD CLASS RING, 
RETURNED AFTER 
8 YEARS LOST!

8 YEARS GONE  JASON DARBY
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I’m Bob Lavoy, White’s 
dealer and life-long 
treasure hunter! Today 
I want to share with 
you my love for White’s 
detectors, history and 
treasure hunting. 

In 1960, as a diver, I was 
the �rst to discover 14 
ships in Lake George, 
New York from the 
1858 expedition to Fort 
Ticonderoga. Many of the 
artifacts are on display at 
local museums and the 
Smithsonian Institute. 

In the early 70’s I got 
my �rst White’s metal 
detector and I was able 
to apply this tool with my 
background in history to 
search French and Indian 
War and Revolutionary 
War sites where I made 
thousands of great 
recoveries. Most notable 
were my 31st sword 

belt plate,  regimental 
buttons, trade axes, 
cannon balls and 
musketry. 

One of the areas where 
I have excelled as a 
treasure hunter was 
metal detecting the 
coast of Florida after 
hurricanes. I have hunted 
some of the same areas 
where the famous Mel 
Fisher found his $450 
million Atocia Cache. I 
used readily available 
shipwreck maps that 
show the location of 
sunken ships. I dove on 
these ships with a metal 
detector and worked the 
beaches after storms and 
hurricanes where pieces 
of eight, doubloons, 
fabulous jewelry and 
exciting artifacts are 
at the waters edge. 
My oldest gold coin 
recovered was from 400 
AD. 

The other area where I 
have been very successful 
is beach hunting where 
the rich and famous 
vacation. I hunt the 
beaches of Florida and 
the Caribbean. One of 
my favorites is Aruba - 
the honeymoon capital 
of the world. I have 
recovered thousands of 
coins, rings & watches 
with the top ring a 7 
carat blue sapphire with 
rubies and diamonds at 
$10,000. 

I think my greatest asset 
in treasure hunting has 
been my ability to turn 
trash into treasure. For 
years treasure hunters 
would discard iron items 
as junk because they 
were searching for coins 
or valuables. I collected 
a ton of these items. All 
of the tools from the 
1700’s were hand forged 
and thanks to the great 
eBay marketplace and 
attaching provenance to 
the artifact I have made a 
small fortune in this area. 

Cache hunting is another 
area where I have 
excelled. We study old 
journals, newspapers, 
and treasure magazines 
and follow up on tales of 
lost and hidden treasure 
to locate caches of 

valuables. My best cache 
recovery was the Catskill 
Gold Cache where I 
recovered 60 gold coins 
and a 5 ounce gold bar. 

To share my love of 
adventure I �lmed a series 
of videos for the Outdoor 
Channel called “Treasure 
Hunting America” which 
is on YouTube. I also do 
presentations at schools 
and organizations on how 
to “extend your life with a 
metal detector” for fun, 
pro�t, and your health. 
Lastly, after dealing with 
White’s metal detectors 
for 30+ years I would say 
they are #1 in service and 
reliability!

Bob Lavoy
Northeast Metal   
Detectors

DEALER SPOTLIGHT  BOB LAVOY

11



F
O

R
 

M
O

R
E

 
G

R
A

P
H

I
C

 
D

E
S

I
G

N
 

F
R

E
E

B
I

E
S

:
 

V
I

S
I

T
 

W
W

W
.

D
E

S
I

G
N

F
R

E
E

B
I

E
S

.
O

R
G

White’s Electronics
1011 Pleasant Valley Rd.
Sweet Home, OR 97386

MAR/APR 2017VOLUME 1 • ISSUE 2

DISCOVER MAGAZINE ���� ����������
���� ����������

DEEP
DURABLE
WATERPROOF

CALL TODAY
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SEE YOU NEXT ISSUE...


